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From Alternative to Imperative

The demand for reliable fuel sources beyond traditional fossil fuels has never been greater.  Arguably, this is no longer
simply an “alternative”…it is an  imperative. Alternative Fuels are now a key component of global public policies and
there is an increasing sense of urgency to address the technical, commercial and legislative challenges facing this
 developing industry.

The “Alternative Fuels BioRefinery Summit” is the third in a series of events of this kind:  a conversation joining
thought and  action leaders from multiple backgrounds, all motivated by the same goals:  

• Aid the United States in meeting its energy and fuel demands with alternative feedstocks and processes

• Leverage best practices from related industries to ensure commercial viability of this burgeoning industry

• Identify contemporary technologies which provide safe operations, environmental protection and sustainable 
commercial viability

This event will be restricted to 50 delegates, to ensure opportunities for  dialog with presenters and peers. If you are
actively engaged in Alternative Fuels development or  production, this is an event you don’t want to miss.

Topics Addressed:
• Government perspective on the importance of bioenergy

• Feedstock availability/ sustainability

• Process and feedstock research methodologies

• Pilot plant to production scale up

• Governmental and legislative support for alternative fuels development

• Best practices in project implementation

• Role of automation technologies in risk mitigation and schedule optimization

J. David Dunagan 
Renewable Energy Program
 Manager, Georgia Center for
 Innovation of Energy

David is the Renewable Energy Program
Manager for the Center of Innovation

for Energy. His background includes a Bachelor of Science
degree in Forest Resources from Mississippi State University
and nine years experience with the United States Department
of Agriculture’s Forest Service. After completing his Master’s of
Science in Public Policy with an environmental concentration
from Georgia Tech, he worked with the Fulton County
 Environmental Division focusing on water quality issues,
conservation, and environmental policy analysis. Following
this experience, he served six years as the Project Officer for
the Transportation and Biomass Programs for the Southeast
Regional Office of the United States Department of Energy
(DOE). While serving in that role, he managed the Clean
Cities alternative fuel program for the nine-state region.

Benjamin A. Thorp, III 
Renewable Energy Consultant

Ben is a leader in  renewable energy, a
former leader in pulp and paper
 associations, and retired  director pulp
& paper engineering, Georgia-Pacific

Corp. In addition Ben was an officer with  Chesapeake Corp.
James River Corp., BE&K, Poyry-BEK and Huyck Corp.

Ben graduated from the University of Maryland, College
Park, MD with a bachelors degree in physics. He completed
advanced studies in Mechanical Engineering, Management,
and Marketing. He is currently serving on 3 company and
3 non-profit boards  He is a past board member of several
 organizations. 

Honors awarded to Ben include being named a TAPPI Fellow
in 1986, being awarded the TAPPI Paper & Board Division
Leadership Award in 1994, receiving the PIMA Glen T. Renegar
Award in 1999 and  the 2002 PIMA-CPBIS Management
 Excellence award. Thorp is the holder of six U.S. Patents with
others pending submission.

Jeffery S. Hsieh, Ph.D. 
Director, Georgia Institute of
 Technology

Jeffery S. Hsieh is the Director of Pulp
and Paper Engineering Multidisciplinary
Program, Professor of Chemical and

Biomolecular Engineering and Director of the Center of
 Excellence for High Yield Pulp Science. Hsieh is recognized as
a tireless worker, a superb teacher, a prolific writer, and an
expert in pulping and bleaching.

Hsieh has published an additional 60 technical papers and
numerous other research reports during his last 20 years at
Georgia Tech. Hsieh graduated from National Taiwan University
with a B.S. and earned his M.S. and Ph.D. from Syracuse
 University, New York. All three degrees are in Chemical
 Engineering. From 1973 to 1893, he held research positions
with the  Empire State Paper Research Institute, Scott paper
Company and E.I. DuPont de Nemours & Company. In 1983,
he joined the Georgia Tech faculty serving as Director of
Pulp and Paper Engineering.

Michael McAdams 
President,
Advanced Biofuels Association

Mr. McAdams has spent a career in
Washington DC in both government
and industry focused on energy and

environmental policy. Currently he leads the Advanced
 Biofuels Association’s public advocacy efforts in the United
States. Michael spent 14 years with BP in various capacities
including Vice President of Federal Affairs and the Environment
and Associate Group policy Advisor to the Chief Executive
Officer.  Previously he worked on the staff of several Texas
members of Congress including a 4 years assignment as
 Legislative Director with Congressman Ralph Hall. He has
been involved in every major energy policy debate going
back to 1980.  In 2008 he was asked to be a facilitator on
 energy and climate policy at the Clinton Global Initiative at
which he attended.  He holds a BA from Virginia Tech, and a
JD from the Washington College of Law.

James Stanley 
Manager Alternative Fuels,
Emerson Process Management

James Stanley is the Manager of
 Emerson’s global initiative in the
Alternative Fuels and Energy Industries.

For the last three years, he has worked with developers in
both 1st and 2nd generation alternative fuels to determine
project service and automation needs to commercialize
their processes. James has over 10 years of experience in
agribusiness, alternative fuels and process automation. He
has an MBA from University of Southern California and BA in
Chemistry from the University of Texas.

Georgia Tech Hotel & Conference Center
Wednesday, May 27, 2009

Welcome Cocktail Reception8:00 pm

David Dunagan
Georgia Center of Innovation for Energy

Ben Thorp
Renewable Energy Consultant

Jeffery S. Hsieh, Ph.D.
Georgia Institute of Technology

TBA

Michael McAdams
Advanced Biofuels Association

James Stanley
Manager Alternative Fuels, Emerson

Thursday, May 28, 2009
Welcome Refreshments

Morning Session
From Alternative to Imperative: A State’s Priority of Alternative Energy

Feedstock Challenges for Advanced BioRefineries
A look at the economics, logistics and management of biomass feedstock

New Pathways for Feedstock Conversion

Lunch

Afternoon Session
Beyond the Lab: Process Commercialization of New Technologies

The Legislative Climate for Advanced Biofuels

From Blueprint to Production:
Reducing Project Risk, Cost, and Schedule

Closing Remarks

7:30 am

8:30 am

11:30 am

12:30 pm

3:00 pm

AGENDA

PRESENTER PROFILES

Please register today at: www.EmersonProcess.com/AlternativeFuelsSummit



The Alternative Fuels BioRefinery Summit will be held at the Georgia Tech
Hotel and Conference Center – 800 Spring Street, NW, Atlanta, Georgia.

I-85/75 North (from the airport)
Take Interstate 85/75 north to the Spring/West Peachtree streets exit (#249D). Stay in

the left lane as you exit on to Linden Avenue. Continue straight for 0.1 miles on Linden

Avenue and turn left onto West Peachtree Street. Travel 0.3 miles and turn left onto

5th Street. Go one block and turn left on to Spring Street (Barnes & Noble Bookstore

on your left). The Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center will be on your right.

Proceed a half block and turn right at the next light into the parking deck.

From Northwest Atlanta (Interstate 75 South)
Take Interstate 75 south to exit 250 (16th Street). Follow the detour signs to 17th

Street. Make a right onto 17th Street, pass over Interstate 75/85, and make a right at

the first light, Spring Street. Continue straight on Spring Street until you get to 5th

Street. You will cross over 5th Street and the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center

will be on your right. Proceed half a block and turn right at the next light into the parking deck.

If you are coming from North Atlanta, Take Georgia 400 south to Interstate 85/75.

From East or West of Atlanta (Interstate 20)
Take Interstate 20 to Interstate 85/75 north to the Spring/West Peachtree streets exit (#249D). Stay in the left lane as you exit on to

Linden Avenue.  Continue straight for 0.1 miles on Linden Avenue and turn left onto West Peachtree Street. Travel 0.3 miles and

turn left onto 5th Street.  Go one block and turn left on to Spring Street (Barnes & Noble Bookstore on your left). The Georgia Tech

Hotel and Conference Center will be on your right, as you cross over 5th Street.  Proceed a half block and turn right at the next light

into the parking deck.

MARTA Option & Instructions
Rate: $1.75 one way

Guests that are traveling to the hotel from the Airport via the MARTA rail will want to exit the train at the Midtown MARTA Station

on the north line (Railmap inside train). Exit MARTA Station to “Peachtree Place / Ga. Tech Stinger Shuttle.” The Tech Trolley picks up

directly outside the MARTA rail station entrance. Exit the trolley on 5th Street, just west of Spring St (1st stop after departing the

MARTA station). Walk to the Spring Street intersection and the hotel will be directly across 5th Street.

Georgia Tech Trolley Shuttle Information
Monday through Friday Service
5:45 AM thru 7:30 AM – One Trolley on the route. Service is approximately 30 minutes.

7:30 AM thru 7:00 PM – Six Trolleys on the route. Service is approximately 6 to 8 minutes between Trolleys.              

7:00 PM thru 11:00 PM – One Trolley on the route. Service is approximately 30 minutes.

For more information visit:
www.gatechhotel.com/AboutUs/mapDirections.cfm

There is no charge for the summit, but attendance will be limited to 50 participants.
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